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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Leave to Meet when House is Sitting — Motion 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.35 pm]: I move — 

That leave be given to the Education and Health Standing Committee to meet when the house is sitting 
on Wednesday, 23 February 2011 during the time allocated for private members’ business. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.36 pm]: I think it is appropriate that the opposition pass comment on 
this motion. I have no idea why this is happening or why it is necessary. During private members’ business very 
important matters are debated; for example, today important matters to do with the issue of road safety will be 
debated. Some of the members who sit on the Education and Health Standing Committee will not be able to 
listen to or participate in that particular debate because of this decision. Therefore, I do not think it is not 
completely unreasonable, despite the dark look on the face of the Leader of the House, to simply ask for an 
explanation of why leave is requested as there will be important debates taking place in the house at that time. 
The response I receive from the Leader of the House will determine exactly how the opposition votes on this 
motion. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.37 pm]: I feel it is incumbent on me to respond to 
the comments made by the manager of opposition business. Quite obviously the reason I have been asked to 
move this motion is that I have been told that the Education and Health Standing Committee has some very 
urgent business that it needs to deal with. We normally adhere to the requests of our committees; we place a lot 
of faith in our committees. If members of the committee believe that they have urgent work to do and that they 
need to sit while the house is sitting—which is a request that is granted from time to time and has been for many 
years since I have been in this place—it is incumbent on the house to allow those members to meet and discuss 
their urgent business. If the committee members feel that they want to take part in anything to do with private 
members’ business, they have the option to absent themselves from the committee. They may run the risk of the 
committee then not having a quorum. However, every member in this place must have the right to decide 
whether they wish to be in the house to discuss private members’ business or whether they believe that a greater 
priority exists and that they must sit and deal with the business of a committee that is deemed to be very 
important. It is a simple request and it does not matter to me personally one way or the other whether the 
Education and Health Standing Committee sits. However, as Leader of the House, if I am asked to move a 
motion to request leave, it is incumbent on me to move that motion. I hope that the manager of opposition 
business has the same view of our committees, but that remains to be seen.  

Question put and passed.  
 


